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Office-space planning still has to provide a place for collaboration.

Office of
the future

New spaces more for communication and collaboration

While the maost significant long-term
fmpact of Covid-19 will be issues
stemming from flexible working, in
the long term “we are going to have
to find the balance between working
from home and the office”, said Para-
gon Group director Anthony Orclo-
wits,

“We are going to find that our cur-
rent response has many unanticipated
pitfalls and that the trends of the fu
ture are going to have to address these

In this regard, office-space plan-

ning is likely to shift away from “a place
to sit and work”, to aphlccmammmi

ample. There will be a move away from
open-plan layouts to wider coeridors and
& 3ol ol bet

cate, collaly and build
ture”, said Paragon Group director Lstdk
Meiring. “Despite (h: fact that the lock-
down has shown that we can work from
anywhere, it has also emphasised that ho-
mans are social beings who need interac-
tion to remain productive and positive”

Orclowitz said: “As architects and de-
signers, we are going to have to design
buildings and workspaces that entice peo-
ple back Into the office and enhance cul-
ture, connections and workflows, We are
going to have to reimagine what the work-
Ing experience can be. Covid-19 has accel-
emted the dinlogue sround culture and
new wnmf‘nﬂlng. I'huksn\m exciting
time to be a

Looking at the affice of the future, this
Is likely to feature a lot less tmditional
workspaces and far more couches and so
clal seating, even if these seats each have
thelr own fold-open writing desks, for ex

v ¥

departments and 4 lot more stalrcases,

Although the staff numbers of compa-
nies occupying office space at any one
time will decrease, other health measures
may well Increase the amount of space
required per employee, Furniture miy
change, too, as office desks have shrunk
over the years from 1.8 metres to now
14 metres and less, but there might be
a reversal of that trend as people need
to sit further apart,

It i s even feasible luc Ic‘lxln(im to hc

d that

nperperxx\hom«s.u\mlumml
mum oceupancy for lifts, and largee lob-
bles to minkmise overcrowding. For com-
mercial , some reduction in the
demand for offioe space is anticipated,
but not to the extent that companies will
half thelr required space, for example.
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